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ABSTRACT 

The series of violent attacks being unleashed on Nigerians by the terrorist group, Boko 

Haram has heightened fears among the populace and the international community that the 

hostility has gone beyond religious and political colouration. The dangerous dimension 

which this insecurity challenges has brought, seems to be a great source of worry as 

security experts affirm that what is on ground has shifted to the realm of terrorism, a 

global phenomenon where no one is safe. It is lamentable, however that security 

organization have failed to tackle the challenges, even as they have become the target of 

terrorists who have never hidden their disdain for the intelligence and law enforcement 

community, by being seemingly clueless, but promises are not enough the populace 

demands a respite from this state of fear and insecurity. The coordinated assaults from the 

Boko Haram sect in the North-Eastern part of the country, besides making life miserable for 

Nigerians, is a threat to the unity and corporate existence of Nigeria. The study adopted 

relative deprivation theory in analyzing issues relating to the upsurge of violence in 

Nigeria. It noted that consensus opinion in scholarly literature and among security experts 

is of the view that recent security lapses have degenerated into terrorist's activities with 

unbearable impacts. Indeed, ending the violence demands a multi-dimensional approach to 

tackle the threat and must be urgently launched by the government. If the government has 

to act, it must be now because later might be too late. 

Keywords: Terrorism, Nigeria, critical, assessment, boko haram, insurgence. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In recent times, Nigeria has witnessed an 

unprecedented plague of crises, 

insecurity in general and Boko Haram 

insurgence in particular, each of these 

problems leading to loss of lives and 

destruction of properties. According to [1] 

in causes and effects of insecurity in 

Nigeria, "security means stability and 

continual of livelihood, predictability of 

relationships, feeling sage, and belonging 

to a social group". Internal security (s) 

which is related to security can be seen as 

the act of keeping peace within the 

borders of a sovereign state or other self-

governing territories. This is done 

generally by upholding the national law 

and depending against internal security 

threats. Those responsible for internal 

security may range from police to 

paramilitary forces, and in exceptional 

circumstances, the military itself. 

Terrorism (Boko Haram Insurgence) may 

be seen as the antithesis of security. 

Terrorism in recent-years appears to have 

become one of the most pervasive and 

critical threats to the global security. The 

unprecedented terrorist attacks that 

occurred in the United States of America 

on September 11, 2001, in which the 

World trade Centre and the pentagon were 

razed, have been catalyzed as a 

widespread view through which there is a 

universal consensus that terrorism is evil. 

The claim that terrorism like murder, is 

categorically wrong goes virtually 

unchallenged in official international and 

western public domain, despite the fact 

that its been well know that many non-

western public regard at least some 

suicide bombers or even some terrorists 
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as martyrs and heroes. Terrorists are 

versatile in using various types of attacks 

to accomplish their objectives. These 

include bombings, hijackings, assaults, 

arson, fire bombings, kidnapping and 

armed attacks. 

However, the changing dynamics at the 

domestic, regional and global levels have 

produced very unpredictable and 

unprecedented non-state actors, who pose 

violent and radical challenges to the real 

foundations and existence of the nation-

state system itself. Increased domestic 

and regional instability and insecurity 

have become characteristic of the politics 

in African region and particularly Nigeria. 

The African region is embroiled in an 

increased rebel activity, warlordism, 

interstate and intrastate conflicts, cattle 

rusting, across boarder make shift 

incursions, fundamentalism, resurfacing, 

sub-chauvinistic nationalism, boundary 

disputes, wars, international domestic 

terrorism. 

Thus, the cycle of violence been 

unleashed on Nigerians by the 

fundamental group, Boko Haram in the 

last few years, has heightened years 

among the populace and the international 

community that the hostility has gone 

beyond religious or political coloration. 

The heinous and dangerous dimension of 

the insecurity challenge has become a 

great source of worry as security experts 

affirm that what is on ground has shifted 

from a mere violence perception to the 

realm of terrorism, which seems to be 

described as a global phenomenon where 

no one is safe. For instance, the June 16, 

2012 and August 26, 2011 suicide 

bombings on the United Nations 

Headquarters and Police Headquarters in 

Abuja respectively are signs that Boko 

Haram has evolved satanic dimensions in 

its activities. Indeed, the Nigerian state is 

today constantly bedeviled with fear of 

one attack or the other, by one extremist 

group or the other. The rise of vigilante 

groups, separatists group, and 

subsequent emergence of Boko Haram 

threatens every foundation of Nigeria and 

the continuous existence of Nigeria as a 

nation. 

Amidst this threatening atmosphere of 

insecurity, the state managers trade 

blame among themselves rather than 

uniform confrontation of the monster. For 

instance, the former National Security 

Adviser to the President, Gen. Andrew 

Owoyeye Azizi, while in office accused 

the ruling People's Democratic Party for 

being responsible for the Boko Haram 

Insurgence [2]. While others contended 

that the feeble condemnation of Northern 

leaders inability to openly condemn the 

activities of Boko Haram is an indictment 

of their complicity in the evil act. 

Currently, insecurity crisis pervading the 

nation seems to be worsened by the 

allegation of complicity among high-

ranking security personnel. Apart from 

this, assurances by the former President 

that the situation would soon be brought 

under control seems to be far from 

realization. The dangerous trend of 

insecurity in Nigeria came with Boko 

Haram. Indeed, terrorism seems to have 

become a "domestic name" that is well 

known in every household in Nigeria 

evoking to the death, fear, injuries and 

psychological trauma people are 

subjected to with its occurrence. Boko 

Haram tenor has adversely affected 

economic activities especially in the 

northern Nigeria and has claimed 

thousands of innocent lives, even women 

and children who had inkling of what is 

fighting about. It is against this back-drop 

that this study seeks to examine, 

terrorism in Nigeria with a view of 

assessing critically the Boko Haram 

Insurgence in the North-Eastern part of 

Nigeria. 

LITERATURE REIVEW 

There is a prodigious amount of scholarly 

debate and practical commentary on the 

meaning and manifestation of terrorism. 

Many scholars have also bared their 

minds in an attempt to conceptualize the 

term terrorism. In spite of these scholarly 

efforts in conceptualizing terrorism, 

scholars seem to be more divergent than 

in agreement in the conclusion and 

submissions owing to the fact that while 

some contemporary societies view 

terrorism as evil, as a societies eulogies 
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the perpetrators of the act as heroes. [3] 

argue that the lack of consensus on what 

constitutes terrorism points to its 

escapade political nature, perhaps best 

encapsulated in the aphorism that one 

person's terrorist is another person's 

freedom fighter. A more important 

elaboration described it as a form of 

political behavior resulting from the 

deliberated choice of a basically rational 

actor, [4]. Thus, to label a group or action 

as terrorist is to seek to imply that the 

actors or the violence is immoral, wrong 

or contrary to obvious basic ethical 

principles that any reasonable human 

being might hold. Similarly, [5] observed 

that to use different terms for the 

violence that may occur, such as freedom 

fighter, revolutionaries, rebels, resistance 

fighter, members of the democratic 

opposition, or a national liberation 

soldiers, however, implies that the group 

undertaking the violence is motivated by 

some greater good or higher moral 

principle. The choice of terms to describe 

person undertaking political violence 

often contains underlying assumptions 

about the goals of the group. To call a 

group freedom fighter or resistance 

soldiers suggests a positive evaluation of 

the goals of the organization. 

The victims of the violence are usually 

supporters of a political system that 

denies freedom and that seeks to oppress 

and repress at least part of the 

population. Therefore, terrorists are 

normally triggered by some form of 

oppression, real or imagined which 

precedes the terror act that allows the 

perpetrators to rationalize their actions. 

According to [6], terrorism includes a 

range of social and political problems 

whose behavioural scope is boundless 

and includes behavior that appears to be 

abnormal. Then a functional clarification; 

an unconventional political violence or 

the threat of political violence meant to 

have an impact or effect on both the 

immediate victims and the audience that 

is carried out by non-state actors and, 

clandestine agents of state [7]. Brown's 

clarification points clearly in the direction 

that non-state actors and, or the 

clandestine state agents use illegal 

explosives to perpetrate unconventional 

political violence meant to create impact 

on both the immediate victims and the 

audience. If we combine what Burton and 

Brown said in the passages above with our 

own studies, we come to the following 

assumption that: The activities of the 

Boko Haram networks in the North east 

region constitute a form of political 

behavior, resulting from the deliberate 

choice of basically rational actors. The 

group uses illegally acquired arms to 

engage in an unconventional warfare in 

order to side-step the limits placed on 

them by the Federal Government [8] 

observed that terrorism as a word in its 

usual usage has a connotation of evil, 

indiscriminate violence, or brutality. Why 

it is so difficult to find a generally 

accepted definition, some scholars tend 

to have provided part of the clue when 

they argue that only things which have no 

history can be defined; terrorism, 

needless to say, ha had a very long 

history. The seemingly adoption and 

reckless use of terror appear to have 

contributed to difficulties in determining 

origin and actual meaning. [9] traces the 

genesis of terrorism to the eighteenth 

century. According to him, the term 

"Terrorism" came into use at the end of 

the eighteenth century, primarily to refer 

to violent acts of governments designed 

to ensure popular submission, [10]. That 

concept plainly is of little benefit to the 

practitioners of state terrorism, who, 

holding power, are in a position to control 

the system of thought and expression. 

The original sense has therefore been 

abandoned, and the term 'terrorism" has 

come to be applied mainly to "retail 

terrorism" by individuals or groups [11]. 

He further argued that whereas the term 

was once applied to emperors who molest 

their own subject's and the world, now it 

is restricted to thieves who molest the 

powerful though not entirely restricted. 

The term still applies to enemy emperors, 

a category that shifts with the needs of 

power and ideology. 

In an attempt to conceptualize terrorism, 

[12]; [13]; [14]; [15] have argued that 

terrorism is the illegitimate use of force 

that sometimes have political, religious or 
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ideological undertone with the aim of 

intimidating the people or compelling 

government to yielding to certain 

demands. According to [16] terrorism is 

the illegitimate use of force to achieve 

political objectives. This definition has 

the virtue of being simpler, because there 

are circumstances where political power 

is forcefully and illegitimately followed to 

acquire political power but may not be 

seen as terrorism. Thus, the Department 

of Defense approved definition of 

terrorism is "the calculated use of 

unlawful violence or threat of unlawful 

violence to inculcate fear; intended to 

coerce or to intimidate governments or 

societies in the pursuit of goals that are 

generally political, religious or ideological 

[17]. In the same vein, the U.S. 

Department of Defense was in 1994 

described terrorism as 'the unlawful use 

of, or threatened use of force or violence 

against individuals or property to coerce 

and intimidate governments or societies, 

often to achieve political, religious, or 

ideological objectives [18]. 

However, the former United Nations (UN) 

Secretary General Kofi Annam in his 

attempt to explain what constitutes 

terrorism posited "any action constitutes 

terrorism if it is intended to cause death 

or serious bodily harm to civilians and 

non-combatants, with the purpose of 

intimidating population or compelling a 

government or an international 

organization to do or abstain from any act 

[19]. Ever since the September terrorists 

attack on the United States of America, 

terrorism appears to have received 

scholarly attention. [20] argued that 

violence involves political aims and 

motives. It is violent or threatens 

violence. It is designed to generate fear in 

a targeted audience that extends beyond 

the immediate victims of the violence. 

The violence is conducted by an 

identifiable organization. The violence 

involves a non-state actor or actors as 

either the perpetrator, the victim of the 

violence, or both. Finally, the acts of 

violence are designed to create power in 

situations in which power previously had 

been lacking (i.e., the violence attempts to 

enhance the power base of the 

organization undertaking the actions). 

Although, the paradigmatic targets of 

terrorism are private citizens, as opposed 

to official representatives of the state, the 

agents of terror are not always private, in 

the sense of being non-governmental 

agents. Jaggar has argued that the proper 

response to terrorism is usually through 

law enforcement rather than military 

measures since terrorism is practiced 

regularly by state as well as non-state 

actors. He further observed that state 

terrorism causes far more harm than non-

state terrorism, because states typically 

have access to resources for more 

powerful and destructive than those 

available to individuals or to non-state 

groups. Thus, because terrorism is widely 

condemned, debates about the extension 

of the term are frequently passionate. 

Those who kill others often deny that 

they are murderers, perhaps by arguing 

that they killed by accident or in self 

defense. Similarly, those who attack 

seemingly private targets often deny that 

they are terrorists, contending for 

instance, that those they attacked were 

not actually private citizens or that their 

deaths were unforeseen, unavoidable or 

justly deserved. 

However, [21] have examined the 

economic impacts of global terrorism on 

the world economy in the aftermath of 

the Munich and Basil terrorists attacks, 

fro them terrorism could be most 

succinctly defined as "The international 

use of, or threat to use violence against 

civilians or against civilian targets, in 

order to attain political aims. They further 

observed that during the past thirty-five 

years, the world has witnessed nearly 

20,00 terrorist incidents, ranging from 

the hostage takeover during the 1972 

Munich Olympics to the 2002 and 2005 

terrorist bombings in Bali. These 

incidents have resulted in more than 

90,000 casualties world-wide [22]. 

Terrorist incidents can trigger short olive 

adverse reactions in financial markets 

[23] but the evidence for the long run 

impact of terrorism is less compelling. 

Indeed if terrorism persists, economic 

costs can be permanent. [5] argues that 
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the economic cost of terrorism is similar 

to a "security" or "terrorism tax" due to 

the additional cost of security. These 

various costs constitute a supply side 

shock to an economy and can be very 

large, for example, a study by the [2] on 

the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict estimates 

that its cost on the Israeli economy is 

about four percent of GDP. Similarly, [7] 

posit that from an economic standpoint, 

terrorism has been described to have four 

main effects. First, the capital stock 

(human and physical) of a country is 

reduced as a result of terrorist attacks. 

Secondly, the terrorist promotes increases 

in counter-terrorism expenditures, 

drawing resources from productive 

sectors for use in security. Thirdly, the 

terrorist threat induces higher levels of 

uncertainty. Fourthly, terrorism is known 

to affect negatively specific industries 

such as tourism. However, this 

classification does not include the 

potential effects of increased terrorist 

threats in an open economy. 

In his view, [15] argued that sometimes 

terrorist acts are characteristically 

described by their perpetrators as 

"retaliatory" (or in the case of U.S. and 

Israeli terrorism, as "preemptive"). The 

bombing of Tunis was in alleged 

retaliation for the murders in Larnaca, as 

noted, though there was barely pretence 

that the victims of the Tunis bombing had 

any connection with the Larnaca atrocity. 

The latter was also justified as 

'retaliatory", a response to Israeli 

hijacking of ships travelling from Cyprus 

to Lebanon. Increasingly, international 

terrorism is recognized as a threat to 

domestic security of nations. [11] posits 

that international terrorism, apart from 

its local, national, regional and global 

causes, has become one of the key 

determinants of foreign policy and 

regional relations in the Greater Horn of 

Africa and even more so for Uganda. 

International terrorism is desperate, 

hopeless and excluding situation [8]. 

It has been argued that the victims or 

objects of terrorists attack have little 

intrinsic value to the terrorist but 

represent a larger human audience whose 

reaction the terrorist seek [17]. The panic 

its impact produces and the sense of 

insecurity terrorism create on the 

population makes more sense to the 

terrorist than real victims of a terrorist 

incident. As [18] noted, by actions which 

compel general attention the new idea 

keeps into people's minds and wins 

converts. One such act may, in a few 

days, male more propaganda than 

thousand pamphlets. Above all, it 

awakens the spirit of revolt. While the 

Boko Haram insurgence could be 

identified as a political act, elements of 

terrorism such as; large-scale losses of 

life, the destruction of property, wide-

spread illness and injury including 

devastating economic loss appears 

recognizable. There are common elements 

identifiable among the majority of 

functional definitions of terrorism. 

According to various descriptions, 

terrorism is characterized by some 

common strings "political, psychological, 

coercive and dynamic cum deliberate 

(FEMA, 2009). Terrorism always pleads a 

political cause, involves the committing 

of terrible acts intended to cause political 

change. The above are reasons that enrich 

the tendency to assume that Boko Haram 

networks in the North-east Nigeria have 

appropriated the title, Islamic sect, to 

camouflage terrorism. 

The Nigerian state has indeed, being at 

the receiving end of catastrophic terrorist 

act perpetrated by Boko Haram, it's Boko 

Haram terrorist activities have assumed a 

greater dimension and appears to have 

threatening effect on the cooperate 

existence of the country. Going by the 

magnitude of the social and political 

upheavals in and around Nigeria, one will 

not be far from the truth to assert that 

apart from the Civil War of 1967-70, there 

is never a period in Nigerian history more 

turbulent than today. Apart from the 

social and economic problems, Nigeria 

seems to be bedeviled constantly today 

with fears of one attack of the other by 

one extremists group or the other. 

Hostage taking, bomb throwing (blasting) 

and violent crimes are now part of our 

daily life that we only shake our heads to 

acknowledge the events and move on as if 

nothing has happened. Regrettably, with 
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all these troubles of daily living, finding 

food to eat and paying bills in the midst 

of direct attacks by those propagating one 

extremist view or another, there is no 

word for it but that we are in troubled 

time [6]. 

Sustained and growing conflict between 

the state and extremist groups such as 

Boko Haram has exacted a devastating 

cost on the human rights of citizens. 

Since January 2009, attacks by these 

groups have grown exponentially, leading 

to deaths of dozens of people and large 

scale destruction of properties.

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The relative deprivative theory is 

premised on the assumption that people 

who are deprived of things deemed 

valuable in the society, whether money, 

justice, status or privilege tend to join 

social movement with the hope of 

redressing their grievances. Scholars like 

Robert K. Merton, Emile Durkheim, and 

Walter Runciman among others ensure the 

development of the theory. The phrase 

"relative deprivation" is the experience of 

being deprived of something to which one 

believes oneself to be entitled. It refers to 

the discontent people feel when they 

compare their position to others and 

realized that they have less what they 

believe themselves to be entitled than 

those around them. 

The governance crisis in African that 

married post colonial transformation 

seems to have sustained social 

movements in Africa. These movements 

to a larger extent threatened the existence 

of many states in Africa, Thus, social 

scientist, particularly political scientist 

have cited relative deprivation (especially 

temporal relative deprivation) as a 

potential cause of social movement and 

evidence, leading in extreme situations to 

political violence such as rioting, 

terrorism and civil war. The inability of 

the Nigerian government to provide basic 

infrastructure and basic services for its 

populace, new conflicts has emerged 

through politicized agents who have used 

the conditions of the poor to address the 

responses or non-responses of the state 

to the lawful yearning of the citizens. 

This has led some groups and in this case 

Boko Haram to engage in and try to 

influence the political process. These 

conflicts in Nigeria are purposeful in 

intent and directed at key targets, 

whether economic or political. Armed 

violence is about access to resources, 

whether through community crimes, 

playing communal tension, stealing out or 

winning elections. With the present state 

of affair, one can say that it is no longer a 

set of Islamic fanatics but has the support 

of disgruntled politicians and their paid 

thugs [21]. It is important to not that 

inability of the Nigerian state to respond 

to the grinding unemployment, poverty 

and grave depravity in the  land has given 

leverage for the Boko Haram sect to 

recruit and engage the youths in crimes 

against the state. 

Hypothesis 

1. The Boko Haram terrorist activities 

or rather insurgencies have 

impacted negatively on the 

Nigerian state. 

2. To a greater extent, the security 

agencies in Nigeria are unable to 

contain Boko Haram insurgence. 

3. To a greater extent Boko Haram 

has adversely augmented the level 

of insecurity in Nigeria. 

Method of Data Collection 

This research is conducted with the use of 

qualitative research methodology. I 

adopted documentary method in 

conducting the research. Secondary based 

data were utilized in the research. These 

data were sourced from materials like 

journal articles, textbooks, newspapers, 

magazines, bulletins, lecture notes and 

other periodical as well as internet based 

information. 

Method of Data Analysis 

The method of data analysis adopted for 

this research work is content analysis. 

Hence, this method of data analysis is 

subject to critical analysis and evaluation 

of data collected. 
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The New wave of Terrorism 

Presently, the new wave of terrorism 

could be traced to the disastrous attack 

on September 11, 2001 in the United 

States of America, in which the two 

towers in America were razed. This attack 

opened a new chapter in the history of 

terrorism globally. The extent of carnage 

inflicted on the U.S by Osama Bin Laden 

Al-Qaeda terrorist group is yet to be seen 

since 2001 in spite of other likely 

occurrences. Indeed the terrorists attack 

in New Delhi, the Bali car bomb, the 

London subway bombings, the Madrid 

train bombing, the Mumbai attack, etc. 

have also awakened governments and 

democratic societies to develop measures 

and strategies for counter-terrorism. 

Thus, the current waves of terrorism 

possess severe threat to the modern 

states. In the global stage, Al-Qaeda has 

been dreadful. In Africa, North Africa has 

religiously propelled insurgent groups 

that seem to challenge post-colonial 

states in the North Africa. In Nigeria, the 

Boko Haram seems to represent the new 

domestic terrorist gang which is rapidly 

extending its roots and tentacles to other 

regions beyond the North-east part of the 

Nigeria. 

Boko Haram: History, Philosophy and 

Observation 

Boko Haram is a religious Islamic sect that 

came into the limelight in 2002, when the 

presence of the radical Islamic sect was 

first reported in Kanama (Yobe Stat) and 

also in Gwoza (Borno State). The group 

was led by Ustaz Yusuf Mohammed prior 

to 2009 when Nigerian security agencies 

captured and murdered the sect leader in 

response to civil disobedience engaged by 

the group in the states of Borno, Yobe, 

and Kano. "Boko Haram", which is the 

Hausa language, means "Western 

education is forbidden, officially calls 

itself "Jamaatul Alhulsunna 

Liddah'watiwal Jehad" which means 

"people committed to the propagation of 

the prophets teachings and Jihad. [9]. The 

sect, not only detest western education 

but is completely opposed to modern 

technology and science including 

WESTERN culture. It is their belief that 

ruling elites who had acquired western 

education has failed to develop the region 

but rather use their knowledge against the 

wishes and aspirations of the people. This 

conception informs the sect's intention to 

impose sharia across all Nigerian state. 

The opposition to western education by 

the sect is also a bold attempt to 

interrogate the philosophy of education 

that has been in existence since the 

amalgamation of 1914 [18]. 

Thus, the Nigerian militant group Boko 

Haram conducted bombing attacks in 

Bauchi State on January 22, 2012, 

bombing of two unoccupied churches in 

the Bauchi metropolitan area and 

attacking a police state in the Tafawa 

Belewa Local Government Area. Militants 

reportedly also tried to rob a bank in 

Tafawa Belewa the same day. Though 

security forces thwarted the robbery 

attempt, 10 people reportedly died in the 

clash, including two soldiers and a deputy 

police superintendent. On January 21, the 

Borno State Governor candidate for All 

Nigerian Peoples Party (ANPP) for the 

2011 election, Alhaji Modu, Gubio, 

brother to the former Governor of the 

state, Mosu Sheriff, was killed by the sect 

members alongside six others in 

Maiduguri, Borno State. Stratford has 

followed Boko Haram carefully to assess 

its intent and ability to become more 

transnational [4]. As Stewart noted after 

the U.S State issued warning in early 

November, 2011 about Boko Haram's 

alleged plans to strike western-owned 

hotels in Abuja, Nigeria's capital. The 

group made significant leaps in its 

operational capability during 2011. 

During that time, it transitioned from 

very simple attacks to successfully 

employing suicide Vehicle-Bomb 

Improvised Explosive Devices (VBIED). 

The group remains fierily anti-

government and anti-authority and 

resentful of the decades of corrupt, poor 

government that have improvised its 

home region. At first, Boko Haram was 

involved mostly in fermenting sectarian 

violence. Its adherents participated in 

simple attacks on the Christians using 

machetes and small arms. Book Haram 

came to international attention following 

serious outbreaks of inter communal 
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violence in 2008-2009 that resulted in 

thousands of death. Boko Haram 

conducted a number of other annual 

assaults and small Improvised Explosive 

Devices (IED) attacks in early 2011. The 

lEDs involved in these attacks were either 

improvised grenades constructed by 

filling soft drink cans with explosives 

which were frequently thrown from 

motorcycles or slightly larger devices left 

at the target. The successful deployment 

of a larger UBIED in Abuja and a suicide 

operatives represented a dramatic leap in 

Boko Harma's capability. An organization 

does not normally develop such a 

capability internally without some signs 

of progressive advancement in its bomb 

making capability. For example, a group 

could not be expected to employ medium 

sized lEDs before it employs larger 

VBIEDS, that is skipped a step prompted 

[8] to believe reports of Boko Haram 

members relieving training from Al-Qaeda 

in the Islamic Maaghreb in Northern 

Africa, or from Al-Shabaab in Somalia (or 

some other outside group). 

Understandably, the group appears to 

have no shortage of explosive materials. 

In addition to the devices the group 

employed in the attacks, the police 

reportedly seized some 300 improvised 

grenades and 10 VBIEDs [14]. It also 

appears Boko Haram has access to large 

qualities of commercial explosive, rather 

than being forced to rely on less reliable 

and less stable improvised explosive 

mixtures, a good deal o mixing occurs in 

central Nigeria and it appears that the 

group is either stealing commercial 

explosives from mining companies, 

exploring mining companies for 

explosives or has somehow been able to 

purchase commercial explosive using a 

front company or companies. The 

Nigerian government has sought to 

tighten control on commercial explosives 

in response, but its efforts so far do not 

seem to have affected the group's ability 

to procure large quantities of explosives 

Boko Haram also appears to have 

competent bomb makers while the 

improvised hand grenades the group is 

issuing are quite rudimentary, being 

made by inserting a nonelectric detonator 

with a short piece of time fuse in a soda 

can filled with high explosives. Book 

Haram also appears to have devices that 

are functioning as designed. The same 

can be said for their suicide vests and 

UBIEDs. They are simply yet functional, 

this stands out, since lEDs commonly 

malfunction. Bomb making is an art that 

normally follows significant learning 

curve absent outside instruction from a 

more experienced bomb maker. Book 

Haram's proficiency suggests the group's 

bomb makers) indeed received training 

from experienced militants elsewhere. 

The group also appears to have no 

problems recruiting militants, including 

suicide bombers. The January 20, attacks 

alone involved dozens of militants. Two 

people served as suicide bombers for the 

VBIEDs while perhaps other two suicide 

bombers worked on foot; others threw 

lEDs from their motorcycles and 

conducted armed assaults [21]. The group 

has yet to display any ability to project 

power outside its traditional operational 

area into less familiar and more hostile 

environments. Some ask whether Boko 

Haram is merely a political tool used by 

Northern politicians to pressure the 

Nigeria Federal Government in much the 

same way politicians from the Niger-Delta 

have used militants groups such as the 

movement for the emancipation of the 

Niger-Delta to ensure what they believe in 

their fair share of Nigeria's oil revenue. 

While undoubtedly, some Northern 

politicians and Boko Haram exists, it 

would be simplistic to suggest such 

politicians completely control Boko 

Haram. 

Boko Haram: Relying on Some Northern 

Leaders Support 

According to report, in major newspapers 

recently, which was culled from an online 

publication, 247onlinereports.com, a 

senior official of Boko Haram allegedly 

granted an interview detailing how the 

sect had been on the pay roll of a few 

governors of the North. An unnamed 

official claimed that most of the state 

governors pay them monthly to leave 

their states alone which most of the state 

governors have denied. Book haram was 

the creation of politicians especially some 
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governors who needed them to win 67 

elections, to intimidate opponents, score 

political points and extract relevance at 

the national level. These groups, over 

time, became larger, unwieldy and 

difficult to control by their sponsors. 

Infact, it had become an open secret that 

the former governors of Borno and Yobe 

States who held sway in the North-East 

Zone for eight years were the grand 

conspirators in the Boko Haram saga. 

Sometime last three years, these two 

governors had to tender unreserved 

public apologies to members of the Boko 

Haram sect, and they have since remained 

largely in hiding, not venturing into their 

states for fear of being harmed. It would 

therefore not be surprising if there are 

other governors and politicians who have 

been Boko Haram sect or a coterie of 

other sects. A sitting Senator of the 

Federal Republic is currently undergoing 

trial for allegedly funding the group, so 

it's a High Court Judge. All these 

evidences, though largely circumstantial, 

point clearly to the fact that the Boko 

Haram sect is a Frankenstein Monster 

created by some elite in the North. 

 

Series of Boko Haram Attacks in the North-East Nigeria from January 21, 2011 Till July 

5, 2015 

S/No.    Date of attack 

 

State 

 

Location of attack and number of death 

 

1. January 21,2011 

 

Borno state The Borno State Governor candidate of All Nigerian 

People Party (ANPP), for the 2011 lection; 

AlhajiModuGubio, brother to former Governor of the 

state, Modu Sheriff, killed by the sect members 

alongside six others in Maiduguri, Borno state. 

2. March 30,2011 

 

Yobe state Bomb planted by Boko Haram in DamaturuYobe state, 

exploded and injured a police officer. 

3. Aril 9, 2011 

 

Borno state 

 

Bomb explosion occurred at a polling unit in 

UnguwarDoki Maiduguri, Borno state, killing the 

suicide bomber. 

4. April 26,2011 

 

Bauchi state 

 

Three people were killed and seven injured in bomb 

attack. 

5. May 19, 2011 Bauchi state Three policemen and two soldiers injured in 

bomb attack. 

6. May 29, 20 11 Bauchi state Explosion At The Mammy Market of Shadawanka 

barracks in Bauchi state, claimed Lives and left 

many injured. 

7. May 30, 20 11 Borno state Bomb exploded early morning in Baya road in 

Maiduguri Borno state, 13 dead and 40 injured. 

8. June 16, 2011 Borno state Four children killed in a bomb blast at Damboa 

town, Maiduguri Borno state. 

9. June 20, 20 11 Kastina state Seven policemen killed when Boko Haram 

stormed Kankara police station in Katsina state, 

two of the security men guarding a bank 

opposite the state were also killed. 
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10. July 9, 20 11 Borno state A. clash between Borno state and the military left 

3 1 people dead in Maiduguri, also in Suleja, 

Niger state, a bomb targeted at church killed four 

and injured many others. 

11. July 12, 2011 Borno state Boko Haram threw an explosive device on a 

moving military patrol vehicle which claimed 

five lives. 

12. My 15,2011 Borno state Explosion in Maiduguri injured five. 

13. July 23, 20 11 Borno state An explosion close to the house of Shehu of 

Borno, Abubakar Garbia Elkanam injured three 

soldiers. 

14. July 25, 2011 Borno state Bomb explosion near the palace of traditional 

ruler in Maiduguri claimed eight lives, 

15. September 12,2011 Bauchi state Seven people, including four policemen killed 

during a bomb attack on a police station in 

Misau, Buchi state. 

16. September 13,2011 Borno state Sect members shot and injured four soldiers in 

an attack in Maiduguri shortly after the arrest of 

15 sect members during military raids on Boko 

Haram hideouts in Borno state. 

17. September 21, 2011          Borno state 

 

Brother-in-law of Mohammed Yusuf, the slain 

leader of Boko Haram, BabakuraFugu, shot dead 

in front of his house in Maiduguri by two 

members of the sect days after he was visited by 

former President Olusegun Obasanjo. 

18. October 3,2011 

 

Borno State 

 

Boko    Haram    attacked    Baga    market    in 

Maiduguri and killed three people. 

19. November 27, 2011 Yobe State Seven people killed in Geidam Yobe state. 

20. December 18,2011 

 

Borno state 

 

Three members of Boko Haram were killed 

when their bomb detonated in Shuwari, Borno 

state. 

21. December 22, 2011 

 

Borno state 

 

Explosives and gunshots killed four people and 

left several others injured. 

22. December 3 0,2011 Borno state Seven people killed in Maiduguri, Borno state. 

23. January 5, 2012 Gombe state About six people died in a church attack. 

24. January 6, 2012 Adamawa 17 people died in a Christ Apostolic Church, 

  state Yola, Adamawa state while 20 Igbo people 

   were killed in Mubi in the same state. 

 

25. January 22, 2012 Bauchi state Two churches destroyed in Bauchi State, two 

   military personnel, a DPO and eight civilians 

   also killed by gunmen at the headquarters of 

   Tafawa Belewa Local government area in the 

   state. 

26. January 28, 2012 Borno state One person was killed in attack. 
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27. January 29, 2012 Borno state Two persons killed in the Boko Haram early 

   morning attack in Geembiru. 

28. February 5, 2012 Yobe state SS man (officer) killed 

29 February 

10,2012 

 

Borno state 

 

4 killed in Boko Haram-soldier shootout in 

Maidueuri. 

30. February 12, 

2012 

Borno state 

 

Boko Haram members killed in Maidusuri. 

31. February 

17,2012 

 

Yobe state 

 

Two people killed in Geidan Yobe state. 

32 February 

17,2012            

Borno state 

 

Five killed in Maiduguri, Borno state. 

33. April 16, 2013 

 

Borno state 

 

187 people were killed in Bagu, Borno state. 

 

34. June 9, 2013 Borno state Nine children were killed in Maiduguri. 

 

35. July 6, 2013 

 

Yobe state 

 

Yobe State School Shooting More Than 42 Were Killed 

By Boko Haram Gunmen In A Yobe state school. 

36. August 13,2013 

 

Borno state 

 

56 people were killed by Boko Haram in a Maiduguri 

mosque. 

37. September 29, 

2013 

 

Yobe state 

 

Gujueba   College   massacre,   more  than   50 

students were killed. 

38. February 

14,2014 

 

Borno state 

 

Borno massacre, 121 christain villagers killed by 

Boko Haram militants in Kondujat 

39. February 

15,2014 

 

Borno state 

 

Izghe attack, 106 killed in the village of Izghe, Borno 

state. 

40. March 14, 2014 

 

Borno state 

 

Attack heavily fortified Goiwa .military barracks in 

Maiduguri freeing comrades from a detention facility. 

41. April 15, 2014 

 

Borno state 

 

Chibok school girls kidnapping, 276 female students 

in Borno state kidnapped. 

42. May 5, 2014 

 

Borno state 

 

Gamboru ngala attack, at least 300 people were killed 

in the twin towns of Borno State. 
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43. May 27, 2014 

 

Yobe state 

 

Buri Yadi attack, 49 security personnel and civilians 

were killed during a Boko Haram attack on a military 

base in Yobe state. 

44. June 1,2014 

 

Adamawa state 

 

mubi bombing, at least 40 people were killed by a 

bomb in mubi, Adamawa state. 

45. June 2, 2014 Borno state Gwoza    massacre    at    least    200,    mostly 

   Christians was killed in several villages  in 

   Borno state. 

46. June 20-23, 2014 Borno state 70   people   were   killed,   39 1   women   and 

   children kidnapped by Boko Haram militants 

   in Borno state. 

47. June 28, 2014 Bauchi state 11 people are killed by a bomb in Bauqhi 

48. July 22, 2014 Borno state 51  people were killed by Boko Haram  in 

   Chibok. 

49. September 19, 2014 Borno state 51  people were killed by Boko Haram in chibok. 

    

50. October 3 1,20 14 Gombe state At least 4 people were killed, 32 injured and 

   13 vehicles destroyed by an explosion. at a bus 

   station in Gombe. 

51. November 3-10,2014 Yobe state A double sucide bombing in Yobe state kills 

   15 Shiites on the 3
r

 , and 46 students on the 

 

52. November 25, 2014         Borno State 

 

Over 45 people were killed by two female 

sucide bombers who detonated explosions at 

a crowded market place in Maiduguri. 

53. December 1-5, 2014 

 

Borno state 

 

People were killed by sucide bombers about 

40 people died. 

54. December 13, 2014 

 

Borno state 

 

Between 32 and 35 were killed and between 

173   and   175 were kidnapped  in  Gumsuri, 

Borno state. 

55. December 22, 2014 

 

Gombe state 

 

At least 27 people were killed at a bus station 

by a bomb in Gombe state. 

56. January 10,2015 Borno state Book Haram militants razed the entire town of 
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  Baga which led to the death of 2,000 people. 

57. January 10,2015 

 

Borno state 

 

A female suicide bomber believed to be 

around 10 years old killed herself and 19 

others possibly against her will at a market in 

the north eastern city of Maiduguri. 

58. January 24-25,2015 

 

Borno state 

 

People were killed as Boko Haram gunmen 

attempted to burn down the village of 

Kambari near Maiduguri leading to the death 

of at least 8 civilians, up to 53 militants and 

unknown number of soldiers. 

59. January 28,2015 

 

Adamawa 

state 

 

Boko Haram fighters killed 40 people while on 

rampage in Adamawa State. 

60. February 1, 2015 

 

Borno state 

 

Boko Haram again attack the capital city of 

Borno state, Maiduguri, the attack was 

unsuccessful. 

61. February 21,2015 

 

Borno state 

 

A female suicide bomber attacks minutes after 

the president of Nigeria leaves an election 

rally in the city of Gomber resulting in at least 

one death and 18 injured. 

62. February 15,2015 

 

Yobe State 

 

A Suicide Bomber Kills 16 And Wounds 30 In 

Damaturu, Yobe state. 

63. February, 20,2015 

 

Borno State 

 

Boko Haram kills 34 people in attack across 

Borno State, 21 from Chibok town. 

 

64. March 7, 2015 

 

Borno State 

 

Five suicide bomb blasts leave 54 dead and 

143 wounded in Maiduguri. 

65. April 5, 2015 

 

Borno State 

 

Boko Haram militants dressed as preachers 

killed at least twenty four citizens of Kwafaja 

village in Borno state, 50 were claimed to be 

killed. 

66. April 9, 2015 

 

Borno State 

 

Boko Haram members kill 20 in Dile village, 

Borno State. 
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67. June 22, 2015 

 

Borno State 

 

Maiduguri mosque bombing, 30 killed at 

crowded mosque by two young female suicide 

bombers. 

 

Consequences of the violence in the 

North-East Nigeria. 

There is no doubt that Boko Harain 

insurgence has several implications on 

the economy, social relations, quality of 

life, general development of the North 

and Nigeria at large. It also has fueled 

hatred among groups and regions and 

zones. This is because some non-

indigenes of the region who have seen all 

they labored for, heinously destroyed 

with no just cause may likely not be at 

peace with the group. For instance most 

North-East cities have been deserted while 

business activities in those areas have 

crumbled. The fact that economic 

activities in some cities have been halted 

signals danger on whether some of these 

states would be able to carry out their 

basic responsibilities Indeed groups 

especially the non indigenes have 

continued their "operation return to your 

home" for a long time especially the 

Igbos. Though they are few who would 

like to stay and defend themselves, the 

majority, particularly, women and 

children, numbering over three million 

are jostling to leave, because unfolding 

events indicates that no place in the 

North is safe for easterners. The Igbos 

here are not only relocating in groups, 

people from other religions and even 

some indigenes that are dissatisfied with 

the turn of events have either relocated to 

their homes or less violent prone states. 

In many Cases, these people relocate 

empty handed owing to the fact that their 

property have been destroyed and hope 

of starting or living a better life shattered. 

The agonies the victims passed through 

since the beginning of the insurgence and 

the socio-political implications of this 

development can only be imagined. 

Nigeria has lost thousands of citizens in 

the violence especially the children, 

youths and women who appear to be 

more vulnerable. 

SUMMARY 

Without doubt, Boko Haratn insurgence 

has assumed a worrisome dimension. The 

country has been under siege as a result 

of relentless deadly attacks by the sect 

Nigerians have come to feel the impact of 

an event that appears unreal today. It 

appears that every household in Nigeria 

can easily make or explain what terrorism 

signifies because of its impacts on the 

polity. Many have become victims or 

adversely affected by the sect terror. 

Thus, terrorism in spite of its old and 

long history in the western world, it is 

still new in Nigeria. However, Nigeria in 

the other hand has long history of 

insecurity but the nation appears to be far 

from experiencing the act of terrorism 

prior to Boko Haram siege while we 

acknowledge the fact that power or class 

struggles, political contest, extremism, 

and religious bigotry are likely one of the 

causes of terrorism, in Nigeria context, 

such indices may perhaps be used in 

measuring the emergence of Boko Haram 

sect. Understandably, Boko Haram has 

generated a new challenge in a society 

that is faced with numerous development 

challenges it has challenged our security 

system and government to redouble their 

efforts to secure the environment. That 

Nigeria and her citizens are gradually 

realizing that insecurity has gone beyond 

machetes and guns to intelligence 

gathering, sacrifice, from the people and 

the government. As a contending force in 

Africa and a strategic state, it is expected 

that Nigeria should rise up to the 

occasion, to protect itself from self 

balkanization. There is urgent need for 

the country to strive to address 

grievances that has hatched and sustained 

insecurity since independence. This is 

because some of these insurgencies are 

rooted in long years of accumulated 
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grievances occasioned by poor 

governance, deprivation and inequality 

among citizens. 

CONCLUSION 

The recent upsurge of insecurity in 

Nigeria clearly demonstrated that the 

state of insecurity in the polity has 

assumed a frightening dimension while it 

may be posited that insecurity is a global 

problem, what looks rather strange in our 

situation is the securing inability of our 

government to tackle the challenge 

headlong. The routine of attacks on 

harmless Nigerians by Boko Haram sect 

seems to be collapsing the entire security 

system in Nigeria. While the ordinary 

Nigerians live with fear and government 

struggling with promises in an effort to 

end the violence, the sect has maintained 

the momentum. Boko Haram's bomb 

attacks on innocent Nigerians have 

become almost a daily routine. 

The violence has equally led to the 

exodus of people from North to South. 

The sect ordered the non-indigenes of the 

North to leave while government 

countered the order, many have chosen to 

leave because no sane person would like 

to stay where his life is threatened or in 

danger. It is important to note that 

promise are not enough to end this 

violence. Government should seek for 

competent security personnel and evolve 

more realistic strategies to deal with the 

current security lapses. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Having carefully examined the challenges 

confronting the country today, there is a 

great consensus among scholars that the 

country is currently in a state of siege, 

not only by terrorist acts being 

perpetrated by Boko Haram, but also by 

other issues of development. Those who 

hold very careful and tactful in dealing 

with these issues and developments in 

the 85 country, so that things do not 

spiral out of control. A cardinal 

responsibility of any government 

property so called is the control of the 

instruments of coercion and provision of 

security. With regards to the Boko Haram 

and the menance of criminals generally in 

many parts of the polity the government 

appears not to be able to proffer any 

effective solution. 

We have had more promises to arrest the 

situation than we have seen effective 

actions. Even in the case of the Kano 

bombings, what we have heard from the 

seat of government is the usual homily, 

"we will wipe out Boko Haram". We need 

to move from this stage to the stage 

where government would do less of 

talking and Nigerians would see more of 

actions that indeed the crime wave, 

including the terror attacks is falling. 

In achieving this, there is the need for 

Nigeria to modernize her security 

agencies in line with the current relatives. 

This effort will enhance the operational 

capabilities of the Nigeria security 

agencies by identifying avenues that 

would enable them respond appropriately 

to internal security challenges and other 

threats prominent areas of collaboration 

may include training, intelligence sharing, 

and modernization of the security 

services, logistics and other 

requirements.  

Nigerian government must address socio-

economic deprivation and the severe 

wealth inequality among its people. 

At its current cross roads, Nigerians has 

gone beyond the present structure of the 

police and other security agencies. A 

complete overhaul of the security 

agencies should be undertaken. Thus, 

because many things have gone wrong in 

the security system, thereby landing the 

government and it's agencies in the 

present quagmire. Mistakes have been 

made from past officials approach issues. 

There is a culture of alienation of the 

people: government appears to be doing 

nothing to properly understand the 

people, or restore their lost confidence on 

government capability. 

There is a yawning gap in the long years 

of neglect and failure to consciously and 

deliberately build effective and 

operational capability in the country 

especially among the security agencies in 

order to enable them to prevent or 
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combat crimes. Strategies adopted in 

confronting the preventing threats have 

not worked as they ought to. A likened 

understanding of the scope of problem in 

all clear utterance of key government 

Functionaries and security chiefs gives 

them out as helpless, at best, just as some 

of the pronouncements could aggravate 

the situation. The authorities can do with 

more strategic thinking. 

In constructing a strategic agenda to 

tackle general security problems, the 

president should try wider consultations 

through leveraging political and cultural 

establishment. It is perhaps time the 

federal government takes a bold step 

towards streamlining the nation's security 

agencies and making them more attune to 

serious intelligence gathering. 
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